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W
elcome to the exciting world of the 2014 
Youth Olympic Games – ITTF Road to Nan-
jing movement! Our overall intention with 
this document - produced in close coopera-
tion with the ITTF Competition Programme 
– is to explain and educate national associa-

tions in regards to the qualification process for Nanjing 2014 
– Table Tennis. 

We are looking forward to unleash a series of events, de-
signed to secure the best possible selection of athletes com-
peting for medals and Olympic honour in Nanjing. The other, 
equally important factor is to have a dynamic qualification 

process supporting both the excellence factor and the global 
development of our sport.
The consumer’s, national associations, coaches and athletes 
will notice several ITTF projects and programmes working 
hand in hand to provide the best possible training and com-
petitive opportunities.
It is important for national associations to stay sharp and 
hungry for YOG labelled training camps offered by continen-
tal development plans and ITTF Hot Spots centres, con-
nected by planning and by location to the 2013 and 2014 
qualification series. We encourage you to check the new 
online platform: www.ittfeducation.com, that starting from 
mid-2013 will offer a number of educational opportunities 
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for coaches and athletes specifically designed to strengthen 
the ITTF Road to Nanjing movement.
We are driven by the key words: Passion + Vision + Activi-
ties = Success and we believe in the power of our sport to 
become one of the prime happenings in the Nanjing 2014 
Youth Olympic Games.

ITTF Road to Nanjing
– Overall Mission Statement
A complete educational scheme covering a progressive, 
extended in time and dynamic cycle of qualification events.
	 •	Proper	identification	and	education	of	athletes,	coaches
  and officials.
	 •	Active	promotion	and	preparation	to	showcase	the
  sport of Table Tennis and its participants as a vital and
  important part of the Games and the Olympic youth
  movement.
	 •	The	project	shall	also	attract	active	partners	to	engage
  and invest in the progress and development of young
  athletes and their coaches living the Olympic dream.

The actual qualification process will start in June this year 
when the 2013 Road to Nanjing series opens up in Cairo, 
Egypt. Six events, one in each continent, are included in 
the 2013 series, and formatted to identify athletes for the 
showcase event and official opener for the direct qualifica-
tion: The ITTF YOG World Qualification. This event will be 
organized together with the ITTF Global Junior Circuit Finals 
in late January 2014. 
We have also included the option of having a smaller group 
of athletes securing their spots by ranking. In order to 
become eligible for this option the ITTF requires registered 
activity in the 2013 series, defined “as active and complete 
participation in at least one event in the 2013 series”. Of 
course, we encourage national associations to take the full 

sleeve of events and have their best junior athletes earn a 
place in the Games by competing in the World Qualification 
as the very first step. 
Once passed the two first phases by 1st February 2014, 
there are twenty spots remaining. Athletes can at this point 
earn their Nanjing pass either by continental qualification 
(in total fourteen spots) or as the final option win one of the 
six events included in the ITTF 2014 Road to Nanjing series.
Adding the two athletes entered by the host association 
and in total eight athletes qualified by the IOC Universality 
allocation, we reach the final number of sixty four athletes 
(32 boys + 32 girls) born in the four year span: 1996–1999, 
making up the complete Youth Olympic Games Table Tennis 
field.
All in all, the ITTF is proud to introduce a comprehensive 
qualification system with multiple opportunities to qualify 
and more importantly, forming what we think is “the perfect 
platform for solid athlete’s development” touching all the six 
continents. We have most certainly looked beyond the pure 
maths of qualification, clearly felt the winds of Global Reach 
and used creative minds with the goal to position the sport 
of Table Tennis as one of the more most important sports 
included in the Youth Olympic Games programme.
Allow us to wish you the best of luck in your ambition to 
participate in Nanjing 2014 – may the Road to Nanjing be 
well worth the travel. 

 Mikael Andersson,
 ITTF SENIOR CONSULTANT
 
 Polona Cehovin Susin
 ITTF EDUCATION & TRAINING DIRECTOR
 
 Raul Calin
 ITTF EVENTS & OLYmPIC GAmES ExPERT



The Youth Olympic Games is the perfect scene to showcase 
some of the quality projects initiated, offered and imple-
mented by the ITTF Education & Training and Development 
Programmes. Here is a sample of our desired outcomes 
related to the various projects on offer within the Road to 
Nanjing concept:

 •	Concentrated	effort	to	EDUCATE	all	active	coaches
	 	 and	athletes

“Interact – Influence – Connect with all athletes and official 
coaches qualified as participants in the Nanjing Games“

	 •	Develop	our	sport	–	GLOBAL	REACH

“market the sport of Table Tennis globally as one of the 
Nanjing Games prime attractions. Our efforts should sup-
port good and open relations between the national associa-
tions and the NOC’s.

	 •	Creation	of	“THE	LEVEL	PLAYING	FIELD”

“Quality training camps at ITTF Hot Spot centres and active 
coaching education shall be promoted and made available 
for developing/emerging countries in need for an upgrade 
– searching for the perfect preparation to prepare aspiring 
athletes.“

	 •	Grow	our	sport	in	UNTAPPED	markets

“Active talent scouting is an important tool for development. 
We are also firm believers in success as one of the best 
sources for additional motivation and future progress.”

 •	Raise	the	level	of	QUALITY	COACHING	made
	 	 avaiable	to	young	players
“Work directly with identified young promising coaches.”
•	Introduce	MANAGEMENT	aspects	to	improve	the	flow	of	
athletes.
“We are looking to highlight the importance of proper Goal-
setting – Planning – Implementation”. The ambition is to 
step by step make the ITTF Hot Spot Training centres more 
active when it comes to education and planning. 

	 •	POINT	OF	REFERENCE	for	National	Associations
	 	 and	National	Olympic	Committees

“The ITTF is looking forward to work in close cooperation 
with national associations, National Olympic Committees 
and official programme partners for the greater good of the 
Youth Olympic movement.”

ITTF Road To NaNjINg – desIRed ouTcomes



2013 Road to Nanjing series - (4 + 4 
athletes qualified by the YOG World 
Qualification events)
THE LINE OF THOUGHT: Six quality, upgraded ITTF Junior 
Circuit events offered – one in each continent with a sepa-
rate point standing presented for the eligible age group 
1996-1999 to determine 16+16 athletes for the ITTF YOG 
World Qualification event organized in close concert with 
the ITTF GJC Finals scheduled for 22-26 January 2014. We 
are thinking: Full activity – Exciting point race – Fully em-
braced by national associations and readiness to test skills 
and perseverance in the world qualifier.

WORTH NOTING

• The 2013 RTN series is completely integrated with the 2013 
Global Junior Circuit and each event will be presented with 
the junior age cut off born on or after 1st January 1995 as 
well as with open entries by national associations (potential 
entry restrictions regulated in the official prospectus).
• Early entries are recommended. We expect plenty of activi-
ties in and around these events. Look for the release of the 
official prospectus and enter your athletes according to the 
deadline.
• The ITTF Competition Programme will run two separate 
point standings in 2013: GJC points standings and the 2013 
RTN series standings (only including eligible players and no 
multiplication factors).
• The access to the ITTF YOG World Qualification event is 
limited to one + one athlete per NOC. The ITTF Competi-
tion Programme will invite athletes solely based on the 2013 
RTN series standings, regardless of national or world ranking 
position. National associations and NOC’s should confirm or 
decline the entries according to their own preference.

• National associations with more than one athlete eligible 
(inside the pool of sixteen athletes qualified by point-stand-
ing) are entitled to enter ONLY one of these athletes, keeping 
the other athletes on an internal reserve list with the right to 
replace up to the specified deadline identified in the official 
prospectus.
• If the national association/NOC decline the participation 
for one qualified athlete, the place goes automatically to the 
next eligible player on the 2013 RTN point standing from any 
NOC not already confirmed.
• It will be possible and is highly recommended for qualified 
athletes to utilize the opportunity to play both the World 
Qualification and the 2013 ITTF GJC Finals.
• The best player from each continent on the “2013 Road 
to Nanjing series standings” will gain an entry to the 2013 
ITTF/YOG World Qualification event.
• The top ten (10) players per gender (one per NOC) on the 
“2013 Road to Nanjing series standings” not already selected 
by continental quota, will gain an entry to the 2013 ITTF/
YOG World Qualification 

ITTF U 18 Ranking Selection – 1 February 
(3 + 3 athletes with registered activity in 
the 2013 RTN Series)
THE LINE OF THOUGHT: The ITTF is allocating three + 
three spots for the top ranked eligible juniors to secure 
a spot for Nanjing. This is a safety net to secure the best 
possible athletes and to provide national associations with 
options for planning and internal selection. 

WORTH NOTING

• In order to become eligible for the world ranking selection 
the athlete must have registered activity in at least one of 
the 2013 RTN series events. Registered activity is defined as 

ITTF Road To NaNjINg – QuaLIFIcaTIoN sYsTem



having entered and participated in at least one of the desig-
nated events included in the 2013 series.
• We are expecting and recommending full participation in 
phase one; the World Qualification and the use of the rank-
ing selection as the safety net for top junior players to qualify.
• Be aware that results in the World Qualification will count 
for ranking. New ranking polices with less reduction for losses 
in general should encourage active play and participation.
• We are recommending national associations with several 
top ranked eligible juniors to regulate the internal compe-
tition and to plan accordingly. The best option is to fully 
participate in phase one with the preferred choices and to 
avoid potential secondary choices to move into the direct 
World Qualification. Please keep the communication chan-
nels alive and open with the National Olympic Committees 
as we move along.

Continental quotas (14 + 14 coming through 
from the continental qualifications)
THE LINE OF THOUGHT: Designated continental qualifica-
tion events, organized under the jurisdiction of the continen-

tal federation. Time frame for organization is 1st February 
2014 to 31st may 2014. NOC’s/national associations with 
athletes already confirmed as participants cannot partici-
pate in the continental qualification.

WORTH NOTING

• Stay tuned for information released by respective continen-
tal federations. We encourage early planning of the events 
in order to present the continental qualifiers as an integrated 
part of the ITTF Road to Nanjing.
• Designated quota per gender is: Africa 2, Asia 4, Europe 4, 
Latin America 2, North America 1 and Oceania 1. 
• If... the continental qualification event is organized in 
connection with any other continental events (for example 
continental championships), a separate event has to be 
introduced in order to follow the eligibility/qualification rules, 
for example one player per NOC.

ITTF 2014 Road to Nanjing series 
(6 + 6 winners in the singles event 
directly qualified)
THE LINE OF THOUGHT: Six designated qualifying events 
added to specifically selected ITTF GJC events from 1st 
January to 1st June 2014. The winner only in these events 
will qualify for Nanjing 2014.

WORTH NOTING

•	These events are open only for athletes not yet qualified 
through any of the initial phases with the restriction of one 
athlete per gender per NOC.
• The winner takes it all mentality applies for the last resort – 
opportunities to qualify. We expect the 2014 qualifier events 
to be driven by the mantra: Passion + Vision + Activity = 
Success.



ITTF Road To NaNjINg – ReLaTed paRTs aNd pRojecTs

ITTF YOG World Qualifier and 2013 ITTF 
GJC Finals – Open for Bids
Jump on the PERFECT opportunity to showcase international 
junior table tennis. National associations are invited to submit 
bids before 25th march. We are expecting plenty of interest 
from all over the globe for the ITTF YOG World Qualification, 
clearly one of the prime events on the 2014 ITTF Global Junior 
calendar. Bid conditions will be released by the ITTF Competi-
tion Programme.

Educational Initiatives:
The ITTF Education & Training and Development Programmes 
are preparing several educational initiatives for athletes, 
coaches, national associations and officials to run parallel with 
the qualification process culminating in the latter half of 2014 
– closer to the Nanjing Games. We	are	planning	to	launch:

Online	education for coaches and athletes offered through 
the new online platform www.ittfeducation.com 

Young	Umpires	Project:	YUP. With this project – monitored 
by the ITTF Umpires and Referees Committee – we are pre-
paring to offer quality online education for young umpires 
with the driving end-goal to be one of the selected umpires 
for the Nanjing 2014 Games.

“YOG	Landing	Spots”		–	2013	and	2014:	Specific training 
camps organized at some of the ITTF Hot Spots, coordinat-
ed to fit in as preparation for players competing either in the 
qualification or in the 2014 Nanjing Games. more informa-
tion will be made available prior to the start of the 2013 
Road to Nanjing series.

Fill	the	Stadium	project – planned for launch in cooperation 
with ADVISPORT and GLOBAL SPORTS DEVELOPmENT. 
Clear cut initiatives to make the Table Tennis event in Nan-
jing “as good as it gets”. The ITTF Education and Develop-
ment is seeking support and financial input from the IOC 
Sports Department to be able to implement some of these 
ideas.

YOG	Role	Models: At least two Youth Olympic Games Role 
models will be nominated by the ITTF and made available 
for promotional activities as well as for athletes’ develop-
ment camps/training. many of the activities will be con-
nected to the Fill the Stadium Project.



ittf roaD to nanJinG – QualifiCation pathWaYs
THe TImeLINe daTes

juNe 19-23

juLY/aug 31-4

aug 15-18

aug/sepT 29-1 

sepT 12-15

NoV 6-10

oNgoINg

jaN 22-24

FeB 1

FeB/apRIL

FeB/maY

aug 1 (TBc)

aug 17-28

eVeNT

Egypt Junior Open

Korea Junior Open

New Caledonia Open

Canadian Junior Open

Brazil Junior Open

Hungarian Junior Open

IOC/Tripartite

ITTF YOG
World Qualification

ITTF World
Ranking selection

Continental
Qualifications

2014 Road to Nanjing 
Direct QF

YOG Preparation
camp, China

Second Youth Olympic 
Games, Nanjing, China

Yog pass

RTN 2013

RTN 2013

RTN 2013

RTN 2013

RTN 2013

RTN 2013

4+4
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3+3

14+14

6+6

2
0
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2
0
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